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ECONOMIC OUTLOOK SEMINAR HEADS TO NINE MONTANA CITIES 
MISSOULA—
“Montana’s Legal Environment: Are We Open for Business?” is the theme of the 
31st Annual First Interstate Bank Economic Outlook Seminar to be held in nine cities 
throughout the state beginning the last week of this month.
The seminar series is co-sponsored by The University of Montana Bureau of 
Business and Economic Research and First Interstate Bank.
Montana has the eighth highest Worker’s Compensation premiums in the nation. 
These high premiums make it more difficult for Montana businesses to compete with 
other states in the region, such as Idaho at 34th, Wyoming at 28th, Washington at 35th 
and North Dakota at 51st, said Jack Morton and Michael Harrington, both lawyers and 
professors in UM’s School of Business Administration.
The fact that Montana is one of four states where business trade secrets are not 
entirely protected from departing employees in a noncompete agreement also makes 
Montana seem less business-friendly, they said. In addition, Montana is surrounded by 




Morton and Harrington, who specialize in business law, will discuss Montana’s 
legal environment and its effect on the state’s businesses at the seminar series.
As in past years, BBER Director Paul Polzin will highlight the latest economic 
trends and explain what they mean for Montanans. He also will present an economic 
forecast for each seminar city.
“Strong commodity prices lead us to be optimistic about the sustainability of 
current growth in the Montana economy,” said Polzin. “The bureau recognized this 
growth trend emerging about a year ago, and the evidence continues to mount in favor of 
a strong forecast.”
Experts from BBER, Montana State University and UM’s Institute for Tourism 
and Recreation Research also will look at the state’s forest products industry, 
manufacturing, agriculture, health care, and travel and tourism.
The seminar series will begin in Helena on Thursday, Jan. 24, at the Great 
Northern Hotel. Following is the schedule for the other cities:
• Great Falls -  Jan. 25, Hampton Inn.
• Missoula -  Jan. 27, Holiday Inn Parkside.
• Billings -  Jan. 31, Northern Hotel.
• Bozeman -  Feb. 1, Holiday Inn.
• Butte -  Feb. 2, Copper King.
• Kalispell -  Feb. 7, Kalispell Center Hotel.
• Lewistown -  March 7, Yogo Inn (special free luncheon presentation).
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• Havre -  March 8, Duck Inn (special free luncheon presentation).
Registration is $70 and includes the seminar, proceedings booklet, lunch and a one- 
year subscription to the Montana Business Quarterly. Continuing education credits are 
available for an additional $20.
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